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How are we welcoming all cultures into 
our churches? What is God’s role?



Every tribe.

Every language.

Every people.

Every nation.
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Building God’s Church
Read an excerpt from the upcoming book “Culture 
Learning” by Executive Director Mark Hedinger.
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Churches of the World 
Take a look at various countries, their dominant 
religions, and places of worship for those religions.
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CultureBound + You
CultureBound’s ChurchCourse is set up to help you 
reach out to cultures in your community.
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How Christ Changed the World
Dr. Terry Steele compares the various religions of 
cultures past with the one true savior, Jesus Christ.
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Since the fall of humans in the Garden of Eden people 
spawned more and more religions. Many of these religions 
were somewhat informal and tended to have influence 
in small geographic regions dedicated to specific people 
groups. Often referred to as “folk religions,” these pagan 
beliefs filled the streets of ancient cities. Many of these 
people groups saw the impact that the spiritual realm 
had on the physical realm and reacted in fear. Sacrifices 
were performed to placate deities and impersonal forces 
who existed in a state of perpetual wrath and could cast 
judgement against humans on a whim. Hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, floods, and volcanoes were all 
evidence of wrathful deities that humans were subject 
to. There was no relating to the spiritual forces, gods, or 
godlings. Human religion was simply a way to protect 
against capricious deities.

Early in human history, anthropologists believe that 
formal, organized religions developed or emerged. 
These formal religions had doctrine, rituals, and marks 
of belonging. They began spreading beyond territorial 
boundaries and moved throughout regions and 
sometimes beyond. These religions had an organized 
pantheon with each god or goddess, like the Greek and 
Norse pantheons. The gods were perceived as having 
distinct personalities and influence over certain portions of 
the earth or life, like the sun (Apollo), thunder (Thor), death 

Dr. Terry Steele, Ph. D., Dr. of Missiology

How Christ Changed
the World
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(Poseidon), childbirth (Eileithyia), safe travel (Abeona), and marriage (Frigga). 
Yet there was still fear of natural disasters, tragedies, or disease and death. 
Personal relationships with the deities were possible only in myths. Most 
religions heavily relied upon fear for compliance and worship.

In almost all of these religions, folk and formal alike, humans and deities, 
or supernatural forces, had a falling out. It was usually humanity’s fault. 
Religions of all types almost universally still have some mechanism to seek 
reconciliation and placate the gods. People also seek redemption through 
rule keeping or rituals to mend a broken relationship with the deities. They 
continue to seek to cross the spiritual gap through efforts of righteousness. 
There is no assurance that any of these rituals, worship rites, or acts of 
righteousness will actually result in a restored relationship with the deities.

When Jesus died on the cross for our sins, was buried, and resurrected on 
the third day, humanity had hope for the first time. They had hope of having 
their sins finally forgiven, hope of a way forward beyond the continual cycle 
of failure and effort optimism, and hope of a restored relationship with God. 
We say that Christianity is unique because its founder is still alive and will 
never die again. No other religion can claim that fact. The path that every 
human religion has been seeking, to find a way back home to God, did not 
come in the form of ritual or works of righteousness. It came when we could 
no longer reach up to God, so God bent down to touch our lives. God came 
as a man who lived in the physical world, who struggled with life as we do, 

who fought temptation as we do, and lived without sin. Jesus’ teachings, 
life, death, and resurrection, along with the Holy Spirit, give us what no 
other religion has. We can be transformed into his likeness. While we are 
all unique, we have the same engineer who designed the blueprint of who 
we are. His signature is on us because he made us and has redeemed those 
who accepted his gift.

As a result, whole people groups have been transformed. Evil activities of 
different societies have been eliminated. Jesus didn’t primarily fight against 
systems. He fought for people’s hearts, which has caused systems of evil to 
collapse.

This is the ultimate game changer in the human world. Now, we no longer 
need to live in fear of God’s wrath like other religions. We no longer need 
to earn our way into God’s good graces. We no longer need to do things 
to please him. He changes us so that we want to do good things and he 
empowers us to live a life of change. He is our hope for a different life.

Among all the religions of the world, the arrival of Jesus and the 
establishment of his church marked a different direction for humanity. 
No longer do we need to fear capricious and vengeful gods (I John 4:18). 
No longer do we need to work our way into God’s good graces (Isaiah 
64:6). In him, we have forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7), transformation (II 
Corinthians 3-4), and a relationship with our savior (Acts 17:27; I John 4:10). 



The following is an excerpt 
from an upcoming book by the 
CultureBound Executive Director, 
Mark Hedinger. 

Jesus made a promise that he 
would build his church, and that 
no power on earth or in heaven 
would stop him (Matthew 16:18). It 
is Jesus himself, God in the flesh, 
who is making that promise. He 
walked on water. He healed the sick 
and performed many miracles. He 
even rose from the dead! We might 
sometimes take for granted the 
idea that the son of God will build 
his church.

Building
God’s 
Church
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There’s more to the promise that he will build his church. According 
to Revelation 5, his church will include those “from every tribe and 
language and people and nation (Revelation 5:9).” Let that settle in 
your mind.

Every tribe.
Every language.

Every people group.
Every nation.

That is a very wide, broad, and inclusive promise! We don’t quite 
see how He will do it, but we believe. It is Jesus who is building this 
enormous church that will have people from literally all nations and 
languages and cultures and customs. If he says he will bring every 
group together, then we can believe him. He is Jesus!

You may not have a problem believing that Jesus will keep his 
promises. However, you may run into some other difficulties with 
this “every tribe, language, people, and nation” picture.

It may be harder to process that Jesus wants to use us in the process! 
He wants to use his children in the process of building his church.
The idea of Jesus building his church is not hard to accept. The fact 
that he wants to use you to build that church and take his message 
to the ends of the earth – that might be difficult to grasp! 

What goes into that idea of being God’s witnesses to the ends of the 
earth, or being part of a church that will reach every tribe, language, 
people, and nation? How is that done now? How will it be done? If 
we are part of the unfolding of that plan, what are we supposed to 
do?

“Culture Learning: The Art of Understanding What No One Can 
Teach You” will be available for purchase soon! Stay tuned to our 
emails and website for the latest updates.



Churches of the World
Each country has a dominant religion. Each religion has a different place of worship. Have you ever visited any of these? If we are to build 
relationships, it is important to respect where people come from. https://www.infoplease.com/world/social-statistics/world-religions
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A major goal of the local church is to go 
and make disciples. This can be done in a 
variety of ways, but the most basic group 
of people to be reached exist within a 50-
mile radius of any church. If a church is not 
looking to build relationships with its own 
community, how can they expect to reach 
those around the world? 

The CultureBound ChurchCourse 
answers this question by training church 
leaders and members on culture, the 
CultureBound Culture Tree, God’s Culture 
Tree, and practical steps for intercultural 
communication. 

+
YOU

Reach out to those in your 
neighborhood at home.
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ChurchCourse can be taken in two formats - online via 
Zoom with other church members around the world 
or as an in-person experience where the CultureBound 
team comes to your area to present the training. 
The online format is available on pre-planned dates 
throughout the year. When the CultureBound team 
comes to you, it’s at your convenience! You will work 
with our team to set a schedule that is best for your 
church.

Because we feel this training is so valuable, we have 
set the costs low - only $150 per person, per part. 

That equates to $300 for 12 hours of training that 
will transform the members of your church into 
community coordinators. When we come to your 
location we ask that you pay travel costs, but we 
are willing to work with you to make this feasible. 
Ultimately, we know this training will serve as a catalyst 
for making disciples in your community. 

Don’t hesitate to send us a message on our website 
at the link above and we can work with you to 
successfully reach those in your own community.

For more information or to 
register, visit our website!

www.culturebound.org



 PO Box 16716, Portland, OR 97292  USA  503.235.3818

For Donations
  PO Box 1138, Monument, CO 80132 USA  719.488.4121 

  CultureBoundDonorServices@tenfoldbpo.org

Stay Connected
@CultureBoundOrg

Subscribe and Listen to our Podcast!

www.culturebound.org


